SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-May 2020 by Silcock, W. Ross
University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
Nebraska Bird Review Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
2020 
SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-May 2020 
W. Ross Silcock 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nebbirdrev 
 Part of the Ornithology Commons, Population Biology Commons, Poultry or Avian Science Commons, 
and the Zoology Commons 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union at 
DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. It has been accepted for inclusion in Nebraska Bird Review by 
an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 
46 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 88 No. 2 
 
SPRING FIELD REPORT, March-May 2020 
Compiled by W. Ross Silcock 





First, a reminder that all reports compiled for this Spring Seasonal Report are 
evaluated against current knowledge as presented in Birds of Nebraska- Online 
(“BONO”; https://birds.outdoornebraska.gov/). If you have records that are not in 
BONO, please let me know at silcock@rosssilcock.com.  As the number of observers 
increases, there are more sightings that push the boundaries of our current knowledge, 
and so it is becoming more important for observers to routinely use a camera and/or 
recording device to document such sightings. A perfect example is this year’s first 
state record Great Kiskadee, which was photographed by a rural non-birder 
homeowner, stayed for a few minutes, and was never seen again. Recording is simple 
using smart phones with apps such as Voice Recorder; recordings can easily be 
emailed from your phone to your computer and transferred into an eBird checklist 
which ultimately produces extremely useful checklist spectrograms. I keep harping on 
the lack of documentation of Common Raven in the state; there are several recent 
reports that it seems could easily have been documented either by photo or recording. 
Take a look at the list of documented rarities below for further evidence of the 
importance of carrying a camera. 
Reading the Spring 2019 Seasonal Report Introduction, I was tempted to 
simply copy it for 2020; the seasons were quite similar in terms of trends, dates, and 
numbers as well as the large number of observers: 164 as compared to 2019’s 172, the 
vast majority “eBirders”.  
Although there were numerous early arrival dates, most were in the range of 
historically earliest expected dates; notable, however, was a lone record-early White-
rumped Sandpiper, nicely photographed. Record late by a month was a juvenile Red-
tailed (Harlan’s) Hawk, also confirmed by photo. Perhaps most prominent this spring 
were the large numbers of several species. Most eye-popping were record spring totals 
of 22 Glossy Ibises, 11 Yellow-bellied Flycatchers, 14 Veeries, including five in the 
Panhandle, 48 Gray-cheeked Thrushes, 20 Bay-breasted Warblers, not long ago a rare 
bird in spring, 45 Golden-winged Warblers and 27 Canada Warblers, both of which 
were about twice the previous best spring totals. Impressive single observer/single-
day counts were the 14 Iceland (Thayer’s) Gulls, 9 Lesser Black-backed Gulls, 81 
Great Egrets, 200 Turkey Vultures, and 25 each of Eastern Wood-Pewees and Pygmy 
Nuthatches.  
In contrast, reports included notable absences and low numbers for Gray 
Partridge, one Black-billed Cuckoo, no Little Blue Heron, one report of the enigmatic 
Pinyon Jay, no Blue-winged Warbler, and one Cerulean Warbler. 
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A notable phenomenon in recent years is the increasing number of spring 
reports for species traditionally expected mostly in fall. Prominent were reports of Surf 
and White-winged Scoters, the 12th-16th Broad-tailed Hummingbirds at two notable 
Panhandle feeder operations in Dawes and Scotts Bluff Cos, 7th Red-naped Sapsucker, 
and 7th and 8th Hammond’s Flycatcher. 
Nesting reports of significance were the 7th for White-winged Dove, a range-
extending American Woodcock nesting at Calamus Reservoir in Garfield Co, and 
another successful brood of Northern Saw-whet Owls in the Wildcat Hills of Scotts 
Bluff Co. 
Distributional sightings of interest were northerly Pileated Woodpecker, 
westerly Broad-winged Hawk, Barred Owl, White-eyed Vireo, and Mourning 
Warbler, and easterly Say’s Phoebe, Lesser Goldfinch, Yellow-breasted Chat, 
Bullock’s Oriole, and 11 Lazuli Buntings. Perhaps only of interest to Piping Plover 
aficionados were a series of sightings of marked individuals documenting the 
previously unappreciated dispersal abilities of this adaptable species. 
More in the curiosity category than the rarity category were reports of four 
hybrid or unusual waterfowl: the expected Blue-winged x Cinnamon Teal, and the rare 
Northern Shoveler x Gadwall, “Storm” Wigeon, and Bufflehead x Common 
Goldeneye. A head-scratcher for us ordinary birders was a documented report of a 
Downy x Hairy Woodpecker in Scotts Bluff Co. 
“Real” rarities were topped of course by two new state records, both “one-
day wonders” which fortunately were documented by camera-ready observers. A 
Great Kiskadee in Gage Co was mentioned above, and a Black Phoebe was 
photographed by two people the same day in Scotts Bluff Co as a result of timely 
communication by the finder. The state’s second record of Swainson’s (Russet-
backed) Thrush, subspecies Catharus ustulatus ustulatus, was documented by camera. 
Serious rarities were the 4th Nebraska Anna’s Hummingbird, documented by a 
motion-triggered camera, and Nebraska’s 6th Harris’s Hawk, again documented by 
camera by an alert member of the public. Photos of the latter belied the seemingly 
logical assumption it was the same bird that was photographed nearby last fall: they 




BOL: Branched Oak SRA, Lancaster Co  
Co(s): County (ies)  
CLNWR: Crescent Lake NWR, Garden Co  
CR: Calamus Reservoir, Loup/Garfield Cos  
CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co  
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co  
HCR: Harlan County Reservoir, Harlan Co  
ICSP: Indian Cave SP, Nemaha and Richardson Cos  
LM: Lake McConaughy, Keith Co  
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LSWNP: Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Park, Lincoln, Lancaster Co  
m.ob.: many observers  
MWCW: Marsh Wren Community Wetlands, Lincoln, Lancaster Co  
NNF: Nebraska National Forest  
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge  
OPPD: Omaha Public Power District, Omaha, Douglas Co  
OR: Oliver Reservoir, Kimball Co  
PL: Pawnee Lake, Lancaster Co 
PP: Pioneers Park, Lincoln, Lancaster Co  
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co  
PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co  
RA: Recreation Area  
RWB: Rainwater Basin, including several south-central and southeastern playa basins  
SCP: Audubon Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster Co  
SHP: State Historical Park  
SP: State Park  
SRA: State Recreation Area  
UNL: University of Nebraska - Lincoln, Lancaster Co  
VNWR: Valentine NWR, Cherry Co  
WGP: Walnut Grove Park, Omaha, Douglas Co  
WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co  
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area  
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln, Lancaster Co  
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area  





Will Anderson (WA) 
Gautam Apte (GA) 
Noah Arthur (NA) 
Erik Atwell (EA) 
Wendy Becker (WB) 
Garrett Behrends (GB) 
Eric Bents (EBe) 
Shannon Blake (SBl) 
Scott Bradley (SBd) 
Stephen Brenner (SBr) 
Susan Broderick (SBk) 
Ed Brogie (EBr) 
Lee Brogie (LBr) 
Mark Brogie (MB) 
Barbara Brown (BB) 
Charles Brown (CB) 
Bill & Janis Buckingham (B&JB) 
Tim Buskirk (TB) 
Scott Buss (SB) 
Daniel Casey (DCa) 
Colleen Childers (CCh) 
Dan & Jamalee Clark (D&JC) 
Isaiah Clark (IC) 
Virginia Clark (VC) 
Mary Clausen (MC) 
James Codding (JCd) 
John J. Conrad (JJC) 
Jen Corman (JCo) 
Kelly & Jen Corman (K&JC) 
Colin Croft (CCf) 
Charlotte Croshaw (CCr) 
David Cunningham (DC) 
Olivia DaRugna (OD) 
Jeff Dawson (JD) 
Kathy DeLara (KD) 
Taylor Dixon (TD) 
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James E. Ducey (JED) 
Paul Dunbar (PD) 
Kathy Mihm Dunning (KMD) 
Boni Edwards (BE) 
Larry Einemann (LE) 
Andrew Elgin (AE) 
Linda Ferring (LF) 
William Flack (WF) 
Rita Flohr (RF) 
Chelsea Forehead (CF) 
Andrew Furman (AF) 
Tom Gannon (TG) 
Ellen Gartner (EG) 
Kandace Glanville (KGl) 
Ian Godwin (IG) 
Mackenzie Goldthwait (MG) 
Katy Goobie (KG) 
Kimberly Hill Grundman (KHG) 
Lynette Hahne (LH) 
John W. Hall (JWH) 
Rachel Hall (RH) 
Wyatt Hamer (WH) 
Jennifer Hammett (JH) 
Suzanne Hasiak (SH) 
Kadynn Hatfield (KH) 
Dave Heidt (DH) 
Ian Hoppe (IH) 
Lesley Howard (LHo) 
Michele Hurt (MH) 
Bill F. Huser (BFH) 
Esa Jarvi (EJ) 
Kent & Sandra Jensen (K&SJ) 
Amanda Johnson (AJ) 
Jan Johnson (JJ) 
Jenny Jo Johnson (JJJ) 
Mike Johnson (MJ) 
Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ) 
Karen Kader (KK) 
Lynette Keeshan (LK) 
Alice Kenitz (AK) 
Doug Kibbe (DK) 
Caden Klanderman (CK) 
Clem N. Klaphake (CNK) 
Marquene Koontz (MK) 
Anne Kramer (AKr) 
Steve Kruse (SK) 
Jordan LaBarr (JL) 
Dianne Leonhardt (DLe) 
Tony Leukering (TL) 
George Maly (GM) 
Sam Manning (SMa) 
Emma Martin (EM) 
D. Matlock (DM) 
Frank Mayer (FM) 
Bob Meduna (BM) 
Holly Miller (HM) 
John Miller (JMi) 
Steven Mlodinow (SMl) 
Jake Mohlmann (JM) 
Wayne Mollhoff (WM) 
Steve Morris (SM) 
Ken Mumm (KM) 
Pavan Nagaraj (PN) 
Molly Nightingale (MNi) 
Jonathan Nikkila (JN) 
Marsha Nyffeler (MN) 
Jim Ochsner (JO) 
Joseph O’Keefe (JOk) 
Cameron Ourada (CO) 
Loren & Babs Padelford (L&BP) 
Christina Parks (CPa) 
Don & Janis Paseka (D&JP) 
Shane Patterson (SP) 
Greg Pella (GP) 
Brian Peterson (BP) 
Mark Peterson (MP) 
Doug Pollard (DP) 
Cathy Prettyman (CP) 
Jerry Probst (JP) 
Neal Ratzlaff (NR) 
Mike Remund (MR) 
Allen Reyer (AR) 
Justin Rink (JR) 
Paul Roisen (PR) 
Douglas Rose (DR) 
Linda Russell (LR) 
Theresa Sampson (TSa) 
Dave Sandahl (DSa) 
S. Sayaloune (SSa) 
Rick Schmid (RSc) 
Todd Schmidt (TSc) 
Kent Skaggs (KS) 
Randy Skaggs (RSk) 
Marie Smith (MS) 
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Peter Smith (PSm) 
Richard Smith (RSm) 
Tammy Snyder (TS) 
Dalton Spencer (DS) 
Ruthie Stearns (RS) 
Jason St. Sauver (JSS) 
Sheila Stevens (SSt) 
Jim Sullivan (JS) 
Linda Sullivan (LS) 
Phil Swanson (PS) 
Steve Taylor (ST) 
Tim & Debbie Teal (T&DT) 
Jason Thiele (JTh) 
Herschel Thompson (HT) 
Paul Timm (PT) 
Matthew Toews (MT) 
Jerry Toll (JT) 
David Tønnessen (DT) 
Rob Towler (RT) 
John Turnbull (JTu) 
Rob Tyser (RTy) 
Moni Usasz (MUs) 
Matthew & Cynthia Van Den Broeke 
 (M&CV) 
T. J. Walker (TJW) 
John Walter (JW) 
Bobby Walz (BW) 
Kylee Warren (KW) 
Gordon Warrick (GW) 
Eli Weber (EW)  
Don & Marion Weidemann (D&MW) 
Bob Wells (BWe) 
Cassidy Wessel (CW) 
Juanita Whittecar (JWh) 





Black-bellied Whistling-Duck: Only the 2nd record for Apr was one in Johnson 13 
Apr (MR fide JGJ, SMa, photo). Also unexpectedly northerly were two near 
Burwell, Garfield 17 May (DP fide JGJ, photo).  
Snow Goose: High count reported was only 40,000, in Clay 6 Mar (SBk); highest 
counts were reported late winter during Feb. 
Ross’s Goose: Routine reports. 
Greater White-fronted Goose: There were reports from five eastern locations of 
birds lingering into May, latest 11 May (LE, m. ob.). Rare in the Panhandle 
but more numerous in recent years, migrants were detected there at peak 
migration: a group of 45 in Garden 4 Mar (SBr), and three reports of 2, 15, 
and 18 in Scotts Bluff 4-6 Mar (SMl). 
Cackling Goose: Latest lingerers were six at Conestoga Lake, Lancaster 20 May (DL) 
and one at Lodgepole WTP, Cheyenne 19-24 May (KMD, SMl, TL). 
Excellent spring tallies in Scotts Bluff were the 1900 near Minatare 26 Mar 
(SMl) and 1600 at Winters Creek Lake 25 Mar (TL), possibly the same flock. 
Canada Goose: As with Snow Goose, no large concentrations were reported; best 
count was only 600, at five eastern locations 1-10 Mar (DC, PT, TH). Three 
pairs were on territory in Dakota 13 Mar, and first apparent incubation was 
noted in Lancaster 23 Mar (LE), rather early. 
Mute Swan: The two reports were considered “introduced exotics”; one was at North 
Park Lake, Kearney, Buffalo 13-15 Mar (DLe) and the other near 
Cunningham Lake, Omaha, Douglas 14 Mar (JM). 
Trumpeter Swan: Immatures may lag behind adults in spring migration; an apparent 
family group was in northern Knox 10 May (MB, EBr, LBr) but only a 
juvenile was still there 31 May (MB), two were at Wood Duck WMA, 
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Stanton 26-29 Apr (EBr, LBr, JTh), and one was at Hansen WPA, Clay 26 
Apr (JGJ, SMa). First arrivals in the Sandhills were the 10 at Smith Lake 
WMA, Sheridan 21 Mar (D&MW); no nesting was reported during the 
period, however. Best count was the 23 at the FF Marsh 1 Apr (L&BP). 
Nesting at a pond at Ravenna, Hall appears to have hit a snag; only single 
adults were there in 2019 and 27 Apr-30 May in 2020 (WF) although two 
were present 17 Mar 2020 (JCd, m. ob.). 
Tundra Swan: Second-highest spring count on record was the 15 at wetlands 
northwest of Lyons in Burt 5 Mar (LE); 3-15 were in the area 29 Feb-5 Mar 
(PT, EBr, LBr), including 12 in nearby Thurston 3 Mar (EBr, LBr). 
Wood Duck: A brood of 12 with hen in Lancaster 4 May (LE) was record early for a 
brood by one day. 
Blue-winged Teal: The 1150 in Dakota 11 Apr (BFH, RT, JP) was a good count. A 
brood of four with hen at PP 20 May (MUs) was quite early for a brood, as 
was an observation of copulation 17 Apr in Lincoln, Lancaster (JJJ). 
Cinnamon Teal: Easternmost were five males at five locations, all in Lancaster 28 
Mar-23 May (m. ob.), a good showing for this species in the east. 
Blue-winged x Cinnamon Teal: Almost as many were reported as were “pure” 
Cinnamons in the east; four birds, all at four eastern locations 7 Apr-2 May 
(m. ob.).  
Northern Shoveler: Routine reports. 
Gadwall: Routine reports. 
 
This “Storm Wigeon” or “White-cheeked Wigeon”, a variant of American Wigeon, was 
photographed in Antelope 31 Mar 2020 by Mark Brogie. It is Nebraska’s second, but the first 
was photographed in the same area 8 Apr 2018, suggesting the same bird was involved.  
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Northern Shoveler x Gadwall: This rare hybrid was photographed in York 9 May 
(BP); it is one of only about 30 in all recorded in North America (eBird.org). 
American Wigeon: A normal but quite rare variant of male American Wigeon is the 
“Storm” or “White-cheeked” Wigeon; one was in Antelope 31 Mar (MB), 
possibly the same bird as was seen there 8 Apr 2018. 
Mallard: Nesting was underway early; a nest with 10 eggs was unexpectedly located 
in a Grand Island, Hall tree hollow 21 Apr (JMi fide JGJ), and a brood of 8-
10 with hen was in Towl Park, Omaha, Douglas 21 May (NR, PN, MC).  
Northern Pintail: Routine reports. 
Green-winged Teal: Routine reports. 
Canvasback: Routine reports. 
Redhead: Routine reports. 
Ring-necked Duck: Routine reports. 
Greater Scaup: Routine reports. 
Lesser Scaup: Routine reports. 
Surf Scoter: Only the 10th-12th spring records were of an adult male at HCR 18-25 
Mar, record early (RF video, m. ob.) and an immature male at Hedgefield 
Lake WMA, Lancaster 11 Apr (LE), which was likely one of the two 
immature males at nearby Wagon Train RA, Lancaster 15-23 Apr (TG, SK, 
m. ob.).  
Black Scoter: Only the 7th spring record was a female/immature at Sutherland 
Reservoir, Lincoln 9 Mar (MG, DK, JD).  
Long-tailed Duck: None were reported of this rare but annual spring migrant with 
last dates in mid-Apr. 
Bufflehead: Routine reports. 
Bufflehead x Common Goldeneye: Rounding out the list of four hybrid or odd-
plumaged ducks this spring was an apparent Bufflehead x Common 
Goldeneye hybrid photographed in Dodge 19 Apr (CCr). There are at least 
50 reports of this cross in eBird. 
Common Goldeneye: A male at North Platte WTP, Lincoln 18 May (BE) was late. 
An excellent tally was the 1000 on Lewis and Clark Lake in Knox 6 Mar 
(K&S  
Barrow’s Goldeneye: None were reported of this annual winter visitor to the North 
Platte River Valley with last dates in late Mar.J). Three of the four highest 
spring counts are from this location. 
Hooded Merganser: A hen and brood of up to nine young were found 16 May 2020 
at PP (LH, JGJ photo, m. ob.) and observed by many through 28 May, when 
eight young were still present (EJ). 
Common Merganser: Two at Heron Haven, Omaha, Douglas 31 May (B&JB) were 
late. 
Red-breasted Merganser: Routine reports. 
Ruddy Duck: Routine reports. 
Northern Bobwhite: Routine reports. 
Wild Turkey: Routine reports. 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Routine reports. 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: A section of the northeastern Nebraska range extends 
eastward into northern Madison, where leks were found west of Battle Creek 
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30 Apr (5; WH) and north of Battle Creek 31 Mar (JTh) and 13 May (MB). 
This range may be extending southeast in the Elkhorn River Valley; one of 
11 near Wood Duck WMA, Stanton 3 Apr was displaying (JTh), four were 
at Wood Duck WMA 8 May (WH), and, most surprising, was one displaying 
on a gravel road southwest of Scribner in Dodge 17 Apr (AJ). Reports from 
the Panhandle are still few; at least one was at CLNWR 30 May 2020 (RTy), 
and three near Oshkosh, Garden 26 May 2020 (DS). 
Gray Partridge: There were reports of 1-2 from four locations in the vicinity of 
Fordyce, Cedar 23 Apr-24 May (m. ob.); there have been very few reports 
away from Cedar for several years. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Routine reports. 
 
This Greater Prairie-Chicken was displaying on a gravel road in central Dodge, quite far east 
of its expected range, and was photographed by Amanda Johnson 17 Apr 2020. 
 
Pied-billed Grebe: Routine reports. 
Horned Grebe: Routine reports. 
Eared Grebe: Routine reports. 
Western Grebe: Routine reports. 
Clark’s Grebe: Routine reports.  
Rock Pigeon: Routine reports. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove: Routine reports. 
White-winged Dove: Although numbers have increased markedly in recent years, 
exemplified by reports this spring of 1-2 birds at each of ten locations 
statewide (m. ob), nesting reports are surprisingly few. Only the 7th, if 
eventually successful, was a pair in an Ogallala, Keith yard 13 Mar that began 
nestbuilding 7 May (JO). 
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Mourning Dove: Routine reports. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Routine reports. 
Black-billed Cuckoo: This now-rare species in Nebraska was photographed in Sarpy 
23 May (KK) for the only report. 
Common Nighthawk: The 16 flyovers at MWCW 21 May (MUs) was a good tally 
for spring. 
Common Poorwill: One photographed at Imperial, Chase 7 Apr (MB) was record 
early by one day. The 10 at Wright’s Gap Road, Scotts Bluff 22 May (TL, 
KMD) was a good count. See Whip-poor-will below. 
This adult female Broad-tailed Hummingbird (note pointed outer primary)was in southeastern 
Dawes 19 May-through the period, here photographed 22 May by Juanita Whittecar. 
 
Chuck-will’s-widow: Reports were from two locations: one was recorded at a 
previously unknown location in extreme southeastern Saunders 5 May 
(SMa), and excellent counts were the 3-7 at Table Rock WMA, Pawnee 29-
30 May (BE, CCh, TG). 
Whip-poor-will: A bird reported as this species with “pretty definite white on the 
sides of its tail” was flushed at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA, Phelps 20 Apr by 
an observer familiar with Common Poorwill (BM fide JGJ); this is a westerly 
location for this species and so the possibility of Common Poorwill, although 
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easterly at the location but probably more likely, could not be eliminated from 
the description. 
Chimney Swift: Courtship V-display, usually performed by mated pairs with 
following bird cocking wings in a V, was observed in Cheyenne 24 May (TL, 
KMD). 
White-throated Swift: Routine reports. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: The seven at FF 21 May (SMa) was a good spring 
tally.  
Anna’s Hummingbird: A female at the Whittecar feeders 28 May (JWh, photos) is 
the 4th record for Nebraska.  
This adult female Broad-tailed Hummingbird (same bird as previous photo) was in southeastern 
Dawes 19 May-through the period, here photographed 17 Jun by Juanita Whittecar. 
 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird: The incidence of spring records continues to increase; 
this spring there were five different birds photographed, the 12th-16th spring 
records, the first as recent as 2014. Three were at the Croft feeders in Scotts 
Bluff: an immature female 5 May, an adult female 13 May, and an adult male 
18 May (CCf). Two were at the Whittecar feeders in Dawes: an adult female 
19 May-through the period (JWh, photos) and an adult male 26 May (JWh 
photo, video; eBird.org).  
Virginia Rail: One heard at VNWR, Cherry 9 Mar (AE) and the seven heard near 
Lewellen, Garden 23 Mar (SMl) likely were wintering. A record spring tally 
was the 14 at Wood Duck WMA, Stanton 3 May (SMa).   
Sora: One photographed in Lincoln, Lancaster 30 Mar (TSn fide JGJ) was 3rd-earliest 
on record, and merely early was another at LSWNP 5 Apr (SSt). 
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This female Anna’s Hummingbird was photographed by Juanita Whittecar in southeastern 
Dawes 28 May 2020. It is Nebraska’s 4th record of the species. 
 
Common Gallinule: The only report was of one at Burchard WMA, Pawnee 30 May 
(JGJ). 
American Coot: Routine reports. 
Sandhill Crane: Routine Reports. 
Common Crane: One was photographed near Lewellen, Garden 12 Mar, where 
probably the same bird was found in Apr 2019 (KW). This is Nebraska’s 19th 
record. 
Whooping Crane: Routine reports. 
Black-necked Stilt: Two photographed at Swanson Reservoir, Hitchcock 11 Apr (BE) 
tied for 3rd-earliest on record. Generally rare in the east, reports have 
increased during the last three springs. This spring one was near Boyer Chute 
NWR, Washington 19-23 Apr (CP, SBd, KG), one was at Wehrspann 
Wetlands, Sarpy 1 May (KG, m. ob.), and 1-2 were at MWCW 2-7 May (EJ, 
m. ob.).  
American Avocet: Routine reports. 
Black-bellied Plover: Routine reports. 
American Golden-Plover: Routine reports. 
Killdeer: Routine reports. 
Semipalmated Plover: Routine reports.  
Piping Plover: Although recent studies have shown that a large proportion of one-
year-old birds are known to disperse widely from their natal areas, there is 
growing banding/resighting evidence that adults do so as well. This spring, 
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Nebraska observers reported four banded birds, with the following histories 
showing widespread dispersal:  
(1) 19 Apr Smith Lagoon WPA, Clay (JGJ); banded 2017 Turtle Lake, ND  
(2) 20 Apr Oak Lake Park, Lancaster (TH); banded 2015 Valley, Douglas, NE; sighted 
Jun 2016 Missouri River in Dixon 
(3) 22 Apr Oak Lake Park, Lancaster (RS); banded Jun 2016 sandpit near Minden, 
Kearney, NE; sighted 2017 Missouri River near Fort Randall Dam, SD 
(4) 23 Apr Kissinger Basin WMA, Clay (JGJ); banded 2016 Lake Sakakawea, ND; 
sighted Jul 2019 alkali lake near Westby, MT.   
Mountain Plover: Routine reports. 
 
This female Anna’s Hummingbird (same bird as previous photo) was photographed by Juanita 
Whittecar in southeastern Dawes 28 May 2020. It is Nebraska’s 4th record of the species. 
Anna’s females are generally noticeably duller gray-green than Ruby-throated, usually with 
flanks washed gray-green, lack rufous either on the flanks or in the tail, and wings reach to about 
the end of the tail, not shorter as in Ruby-throated and Black-chinned Hummingbirds. Females 
often show reddish feathers in the gorget area. 
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Snowy Plover: The two reports for this spring were of singles in Saunders 18 Apr 
(GR) and Fillmore 23-26 Apr (JGJ, SMa). Two belated reports of nesting in 
2019 came to hand, both in the Central Platte River Valley. A nest with eggs 
was unsuccessful at a site near Newark, Kearney 6 Jun-3 Jul, and up to four 
were at a site about 10 mi southwest of Grand Island 14-23 May, where 
scrapes and copulation by a pair were observed 23 May; rising water levels 
inundated the site however (Ostrom et al; 
https://birds.outdoornebraska.gov/snowy-plover/).  
Upland Sandpiper: Routine reports. 
Whimbrel: This species is less than annual in the east away from the RWB, and so 
the two in Nemaha 15 May (NR photo) were only the 6th such record. 
Long-billed Curlew: Routine reports. 
Hudsonian Godwit: The 12 at LaPlatte Bottoms, Sarpy 8 Apr (MJ) were early. 
Another interesting banding record was of one in Wayne 16 Apr that had been 
banded 9500 km away at Chiloe Island, southern Chile (fide EBr). 
Marbled Godwit: Routine reports. 
Ruddy Turnstone: 3rd-earliest on record was one in Pierce 25 Apr (SB).  
Stilt Sandpiper: Routine reports. 
Sanderling: Routine reports. 
Dunlin: Routine reports. 
Baird’s Sandpiper: Arrival was early, with one at BOL 10-11 Mar (LE, m. ob.) and 
another at Smartweed Marsh WMA, Nuckolls 11 Mar (JS). 
Least Sandpiper: Routine reports. 
White-rumped Sandpiper: As with Baird’s, this species arrived early, although mid-
Apr sightings need careful documentation. A loner at Oak Lake Park, 
Lancaster 19-25 Apr (SK photo, m. ob.) and three at Lake Wanahoo, 
Saunders 19 Apr (TH photo) were record early documented sightings. 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: Routine reports. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Routine reports. 
Western Sandpiper: There were three reports with photos of this rare spring migrant. 
Singles were at Oak Lake Park, Lancaster 18-25 Apr (RS photo, m. ob.), in 
Fillmore 26 Apr (JGJ), and in Hall 26 May (GA), which is the latest 
documented sighting on record. 
Short-billed Dowitcher: Routine reports. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: One in Madison 9 Mar (JTh) tied 2nd-earliest on record. 
American Woodcock: Recent years have seen increasing reports around CR, but 
breeding had not been confirmed until this spring, when an adult and two 
fledglings were found below the dam in Garfield 6 May (TD fide JGJ). This 
is a range extension along the North Loup River from Valley. In addition, 
there were reports of up to five at Gracie Creek at CR, Loup 24-28 Mar (KS, 
JN, BE). A somewhat lost single may have been attempting art appreciation 
at Joslyn Museum, Omaha, Douglas 3 Mar (AKr fide RSc, m. ob.). 
Wilson’s Snipe: Likely representing peripheral breeders were 1-3 in Pumpkin Creek 
wetlands, Banner 21-27 May (TL, KMD), two at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders 
19 May (CNK), and one at Tamora WPA, Seward 26 May (GA). 
Spotted Sandpiper: Routine reports. 
Vol. 88 No. 2 The Nebraska Bird Review 59 
 
Solitary Sandpiper: A record spring count was the nine along Road P51, Washington 
28 Apr (SMa). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 
Willet: Routine reports. 
Greater Yellowlegs: Routine reports. 
Wilson’s Phalarope: Routine reports. 
Red-necked Phalarope: Generally rare in the east, with only around 35 reports prior 
to this spring, there were numerous sightings 10-28 May from eight locations 
of low numbers, total 12 birds (m. ob.).  
Bonaparte’s Gull: The 150 in Dakota 11 Apr was the largest number on record there 
(BFH, RT). 
Franklin’s Gull: The 6000 at MWCW 10 Apr (MW) was the 4th-highest spring count 
on record for the state. 
Mew Gull: This species is mostly a migrant in Nebraska; it is still less than annual in 
spring, but there were two reports at LM which were shown by photos to be 
different birds: an adult 12 Apr (NA, photo) and a first cycle 23 Mar (SMl 
photo).  
Ring-billed Gull: Routine reports. 
California Gull: There were reports of 1-2 at six expected western locations, total 
eight birds, 10 Mar-25 May (m. ob.). 
Herring Gull: Routine reports. 
Iceland Gull: The 14 Thayer’s types at LM 18 Mar (NA) was a record spring tally; 
10 were there 23 Mar (SMl). A Thayer’s type at LM 3 May (BE photo) was 
a new late spring date. Thayer’s types are at the dark end of the Iceland Gull 
cline and are by far the most common type in Nebraska. Paler types were also 
at LM: a very pale “Laurus glaucoides glaucoides/kumlieni” 8 Mar (KMD 
photo), a “Laurus glaucoides thayeri/kumlieni” 20 Mar (NA), and a slightly 
darker bird 23 Mar (SMl photo).  
Lesser Black-backed Gull: 8-9 were at LM 18-23 Mar (NA, SMl), the nine is a record 
spring tally. Some 21 in total were reported statewide 8 Mar-3 May, a new 
spring high total. 
Glaucous Gull: A total of four first-year birds were reported at four locations 
statewide 8-30 Mar (m. ob.); only one had been reported in mid-winter. 
Great Black-backed Gull: Reports were of 1-2 at BOL and PL 6-29 Mar (SK photo, 
m. ob.), the two were present 19-25 Mar (NA photos, LE). There are now 17 
spring records for this less than annual species, about 40 in all for Nebraska. 
Least Tern: Routine reports. 
Caspian Tern: Routine reports. 
Black Tern: Routine reports. 
Common Tern: One at BOL 29 Apr (KS photo) was early. 
Forster’s Tern: One at Conestoga Lake, Lancaster 28 Mar (TJW) was early. 
Common Loon: Routine reports.  
Double-crested Cormorant: Routine reports. 
Neotropic Cormorant: There were two reports from Lancaster, possibly of the same 
bird: singles were at PL 12 Mar (SK photo) and at Wagon Train RA 20 Mar 
(LE). Both dates are quite early. 
American White Pelican: Routine reports. 
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American Bittern: One at Deep Well WMA, Hamilton 29 Mar (RF photo) is 4th-
earliest on record.  
Least Bittern: One at FF 27 Apr (EW photo) was early. The only other reports were 
of one at LSWNP 12 and 15 May (LS photo) and one at Crescent Lake WMA, 
Garden 30 May (RTy), where rare. 
Great Blue Heron: Several small rookeries were reported, mostly in the east (m. ob.). 
Breeding began early, with new early dates for incubation 14 Mar in 
Washington (CP) and nestlings 8 May at WP (GM). 
Great Egret: 2nd-earliest on record was one in Lincoln 8 Mar (K&SJ). A record spring 
high count was the 81 at Blyburg Lake, Dakota 19 Apr (BFH). Reports were 
widespread, with a total of around 465 individuals. Rare in the Panhandle, 
singles were at Ellsworth, Sheridan 2 May (D&MW) and in Scotts Bluff 19 
Apr (KD). 
Snowy Egret: Numbers were good for this species as well; about 43 were reported 11 
Apr- 22 May (m. ob.).  
Little Blue Heron: None were reported of this uncommon spring migrant east and 
central with expected arrival dates in mid-Apr. 
Cattle Egret: Four in Platte 1 Apr (EBr, LBr) were early. 
Green Heron: One at Brownlee, Cherry 21 May (DS) was westerly. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Routine reports. 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: None were reported of this rare southeastern spring 
migrant with expected arrival dates in mid-Apr. 
Glossy Ibis: One at Harvard WPA, Clay 11 Apr (CCh) was earliest on record, and a 
record high count of six were there by 26 Apr (JGJ). About 22 were reported 
in all, a record total for spring.  
Glossy x White-faced Ibis: There were no fewer than 11 hybrids between Glossy and 
White-faced Ibis reported. As the numbers of Glossy Ibis continue to 
increase, hybrids should follow roughly in proportion, as there is weak 
reproductive isolation between the two species. 
White-faced Ibis: As with Glossy Ibis, arrival was early; 2nd-earliest on record was 
one at Straight Water WMA, Seward 6 Apr (JGJ), and 4th-earliest the four at 
Hedgefield Lake WMA, Lancaster 9 Apr (KHG). 
Turkey Vulture: The 200+ in five trees at the North Platte Cemetery, Lincoln 31 Mar 
(BE) must have been mind-boggling, as well as being a record spring count. 
Osprey: Three of the five Scotts Bluff nests were occupied by 8 Apr and the Riverside 
nest by 2 May (KD). By the end of May five Scotts Bluff nests were active 
(D&JC fide AK). 
Golden Eagle: Rare in the east, single immatures were in Cedar 3 Mar (JTh) and Knox 
10 Apr (MB, EBr, LBr). 
Northern Harrier: Routine reports. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: Routine reports. 
Cooper’s Hawk: Nestlings were a bit early in Lancaster 25 May (RS). 
Northern Goshawk: None were reported of this rare statewide spring migrant with 
last expected dates in mid-May. 
Bald Eagle: Previously, few nests occurred in the RWB, but the two new nests there 
this year, near Utica, Seward and at Mallard Haven WPA, Fillmore continued 
the “filling in” of the RWB breeding range map (JGJ). 
Vol. 88 No. 2 The Nebraska Bird Review 61 
 
Mississippi Kite: One had returned to the North Platte, Lincoln “kite tree” by 5 May 
(BE). The reports were from this and three additional known breeding 
locations except for a likely migrant in Frontier 10 May (BE) and a quite 
northerly bird at Gordon, Sheridan 20 May (D&MW photo).  
Harris’s Hawk: Nebraska’s five previous records were 26 Oct-27 Jan, but an un-
banded bird in Bellevue, Sarpy 13 Apr (SH photo, fide JGJ) was a first spring 
record, 7th overall, and 5th for 2017-2020. Although it may have wintered in 
the area, it was a different bird from the one banded at Offutt Air Force Base, 
Sarpy 14 Nov 2019 (fide MB). 
Red-shouldered Hawk: The only report was of one at Table Rock WMA, Pawnee 23 
May (JSS).  
Broad-winged Hawk: Westerly reports are increasing; two were at Gering Cemetery, 
Scotts Bluff 4-5 May (KMD, TL), one was in Morrill 26 May (TL, KMD), 
and one was northerly in Gordon, Sheridan 10-15 May (D&MW). A dark 
phase bird was over Bellevue, Sarpy 20 Apr (AR). 
Swainson’s Hawk: Of 43 counted 15 Apr near Sutton, Clay, two were dark phase and 
one rufous, and of 78 tallied for the season through 19 Apr, two were dark 
and two rufous (JGJ). Rather early nesting initiation was seen at Gering 
Cemetery, Scotts Bluff 14 Apr (AK).  
Red-tailed (Eastern Red-tailed) Hawk: Routine reports. 
Red-tailed (Eastern, Krider’s): There were three reports, two of which were 
apparently of the same bird photographed at NNF Bessey, Thomas 7 and 13 
Mar (DCa, IC), and the other was well-described in Scotts Bluff 6 Mar (SMl). 
Red-tailed (Western Red-tailed) Hawk: Routine reports. 
Red-tailed (Harlan’s) Hawk: A dark morph juvenile in Butler 17 May (SMa photo) 
was record late by about a month. Also tardy was one at Kiowa WMA, Scotts 
Bluff 18 Apr (SMl). One in Antelope 30 Mar was a bit north and west of the 
expected winter range for the date (MB), likely a migrant. 
Rough-legged Hawk: Routine reports.  
Ferruginous Hawk: A tardy first year bird was in Fillmore 3-6 May (JGJ photo, SBr), 
only the observer’s (JGJ) second in the county in 26 years. The RWB is at 
the eastern edge of the Nebraska winter range. 
Barn Owl: Rare in the east, one was in Dixon 16 May (JJ). 
Eastern Screech-Owl: A set of eggs at NNF Bessey, Thomas 6 Apr (WM) was early. 
Great Horned Owl:  Routine reports. 
Snowy Owl: None were reported of this occasionally common winter visitor with last 
expected dates in mid-Mar. 
Burrowing Owl: At the eastern edge of the summer range were two at Clark WPA, 
Kearney 6 May (WF), and singles in Loup 26 May (CO) and Boyd 29 May 
(JTh). 
Barred Owl: The apparent small population in the Oxford City Park, Furnas 
continues; calling birds were heard 18 and 25 Mar (WF). Fledglings in 
Douglas 28 Apr (JJC) were early. 
Long-eared Owl: Reports after mid-Apr are likely of breeders; most breed at one year 
of age. Thus of interest were one at FF 30 May (JOk photo) and one along 
Wright’s Gap Road in Banner 22 May (TL, KMD). 
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Short-eared Owl: Although winter sightings are expected, breeding season reports 
are less so. The only spring report was of one in Kimball 29 May (JN). 
Northern Saw-whet Owl: An intriguing find was the calling birds in Douglas 27-29 
Mar (SMa, JR); the timing coincides with a bout of calling that seems to 
precede migration or post-wintering dispersal and so is a good time to detect 
these birds. This species continues in the Wildcat Hills, Scotts Bluff; chicks 
in a nest box there were rather late in hatching 5 May (WM), and one was in 
the area 16 May (KD). One in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux 28 May (SMl) was in 
an area where breeding likely occurs. 
Belted Kingfisher: Routine reports. 
Lewis’s Woodpecker: Continuing its recent record of popping up in unexpected 
places, one was near Lewellen, Garden 3 May (MK photo, fide CB). Three 
others were reported, two at CSP 30 May (JN) and one in Smiley Canyon, 
Sioux 27 May (KS, RSk). 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Two at PSP 7 Mar and again 27 Mar (EBr, LBr) were 
north of the usual winter range. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One in Knox 4 May (MB) was tardy. 
Red-naped Sapsucker: Only the 7th on record for spring was a male at Ash Hollow 
SHP, Garden 23 Mar (SMl photos). 
Downy Woodpecker: Nestlings in Lancaster 23 May (MT) were a bit early. 
Downy x Hairy Woodpecker: This hybrid was found 6 Apr at Riverside Park, Scotts 
Bluff (TL, eBird.org) and photographed there 21 Apr (SMl, eBird.org). It was 
first noticed due to reduced “shoulder” spotting, resembling a Rocky 
Mountains bird, but its size, plumage features and calls were intermediate 
between Hairy and Downy Woodpeckers. 
Hairy Woodpecker: Routine reports. 
Northern Flicker: Single “Red-shafted” Flickers in Lancaster 17 Apr (IH) and 
Antelope 26 Apr (SB) were late in the east, as was one in Brown 17 May 
(K&JC). 
Pileated Woodpecker: One at PSP 24 May (PR) was only the 3rd record there. The 
Platte River Valley range does not quite extend to Dodge, but there were two 
reports there: one at Hormel Park, Fremont 26 Apr (HM) and, surprisingly, 
one along Maple Creek on Road 13 on 21 Apr (D&JP), about 15 miles 
northwest of Fremont, and the only “inland” record for Dodge or Saunders. 
American Kestrel: Routine reports. 
Merlin: Routine reports. 
Peregrine Falcon: One in Hall 21 Mar (JH) was a bit early and another in Dawson 26 
May (T&DT, RSm) was tardy. The pair at the OPPD North Omaha Station, 
Douglas, male Lewis and female Clark, nest mates in 2012 at the Nebraska 
Capitol Building, Lancaster, settled in in early Mar, and were incubating 
three eggs by 30 Mar. The first chick hatched 3 May, and three chicks were 
present on 14 May (JT). The Capitol pair was in residence through the period 
(m. ob.). The Omaha, Douglas pair at Woodmen Tower had four chicks on 
18 May (ST).  
Prairie Falcon: Easternmost of five reports in the east through 3 Apr (Knox, MB) was 
one in Lancaster 16 Mar (EJ). 
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Olive-sided Flycatcher: The four at UNL East Campus, Lancaster 23 May (JGJ) was 
a good tally. Migrants are least numerous in central Nebraska, where there 
were three reports: up to three were at Valentine NWR, Cherry 14-22 May 
(AE), one was at Cottonmill Park, Buffalo (WB, JN), and one in Frontier 30 
May (WB). 
This Hammond’s Flycatcher was photographed 17 May in Scotts Bluff by Marie Smith.  
Note long primary extension, prominent “tear-drop” eye ring, and duller spring plumage  
compared with usual bright fall plumage characteristic of this species. 
 
Western Wood-Pewee: One heard calling and photographed in Frontier 24 May (BE) 
was at the eastern edge of the expected migration corridor. The 26 tallied in 
Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux 28 May (SMl) was a good count. 
Eastern Wood-Pewee: One recorded at CSP 28 May (KS, RSk) was a rare 
documented Panhandle record. The 25 at FF 23 May (PSm) was a record 
spring count.  
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: A surprising 11+ were reported 18 May through the 
period, all in the east (m. ob.). This is the highest total count for a spring, 
possibly a reflection of observers’ increasing familiarity with the species. 
Acadian Flycatcher: Routine reports. 
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Alder Flycatcher: Often overlooked, but as with Yellow-bellied, observers are 
becoming more confident identifying this species. Best count was six at WP 
21 May (MW). 
Willow Flycatcher: One in Lincoln 3 May (JN) was early. 
 
This Black Phoebe, Nebraska’s first, was near Morrill, Scotts Bluff 26 Apr 2020, here 
photographed by its finder Tony Leukering.  
 
Hammond’s Flycatcher: This species, as well as others in the west generally regarded 
as predominantly fall migrants, are increasingly reported in spring. There 
were two reports, 7th and 8th overall for spring: one was identified from 
photos of several empid flycatchers in Scotts Bluff 17 May (MS, KD), and 
one was well-described at Ponderosa WMA, Dawes 28 May (SMl). 
Dusky Flycatcher: Another species with increasing spring records, singles were at 
OR 15 May (SMl) and in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux 28 May (SMl photo). 
These are the 14th and 15th overall for spring. 
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Cordilleran Flycatcher: Reports were from expected Pine Ridge locations 22 May 
through the period (m. ob.). The 11 in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux (SMl), a 
prime breeding site, may have included migrants.  
Least Flycatcher: Routine reports. 
Black Phoebe: Nebraska’s first state record, a “one day wonder” and somewhat 
overdue, was found and photographed at Morrill Sandpits, Scotts Bluff 26 
Apr by Tony Leukering (https://ebird.org/checklist/S67853480) and seen that 
afternoon by Kathy DeLara (https://ebird.org/checklist/S67863132). It could 
not be located subsequently. 
Eastern Phoebe: Routine reports. 
Say’s Phoebe: Unexpected was one that appeared at Flanagan Lake, Douglas 23 Mar 
(EBe, photo) and (almost certainly the same bird) remained there until 18 Apr 
(m. ob.). Not to be outdone, another easterly bird was at Nathan’s Lake, 
Washington 17 Apr (SMa). 
Great Crested Flycatcher: Routine reports. 
Great Kiskadee: Amazingly, another “one day wonder” first state record appeared in 
the front yard bird bath of a Barneston, Gage home 3 May 2020 for a few 
minutes, was photographed by the homeowner, Sheriena McEvers, and not 
seen again. 
Cassin’s Kingbird: Early were two along Wright’s Gap Road in Banner 2 and 3 May 
(TL, KMD) and two more along CR19 in Banner 3 May (TL, KMD). 
Western Kingbird: Routine reports.  
Eastern Kingbird: Routine reports. 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: Now expected as a summering species in the southeast, 
this year’s vanguard was a male that appeared 28 Apr in the area of 626 
Avenue and 712 Road, Pawnee (MH); it was subsequently joined by another 
male and a female, present through the period (m. ob.). 
Loggerhead Shrike: One at Red Willow Reservoir in Frontier 18 Mar (FM, SBl) was 
early for the location. 
Northern Shrike: One in Gordon, Sheridan 11 Apr (D&MW) was tardy for the 
location. 
White-eyed Vireo: One in Scotts Bluff 20 Apr (TL) was not only the 3rd Panhandle 
record, but 3rd-earliest on record. It was followed by the 4th Panhandle 
record, one in Deuel 22 May (DT photo). In recent years, this species has 
become annual but still rare in the southeast; this spring, however, there were 
three records in addition to the two Panhandle records: singles at Towl Park, 
Douglas 2-3 May (NR, m. ob.), one at LSWNP 25 May (SK), and one in a 
Lincoln, Lancaster yard 26 May (M&CV). 
Bell’s Vireo: One at OR 15 May (SMl) was early for the Panhandle. 
Yellow-throated Vireo: Westerly Niobrara River Valley migrants were singles, all in 
Brown, 17 May (JCo), 19 May (DS), and 23 May (SB). Such reports have 
increased in this area in recent years. Rather early nest-building was noted at 
WP 8 May (LE). 
Blue-headed Vireo: Less than annual away from the east, and west of Hall in the 
Platte River Valley, there were a surprising five such reports from Buffalo: 1-
2 were reported on each of four days 3-18 May at Cottonmill Park (JN, AF), 
and one was at Pioneer Park 12 May (AF). 
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Plumbeous Vireo: The 2nd, 3rd, and 4th-earliest on record were singles in Scotts Bluff 
4 May (KMD), Sioux 6 May (TL, KMD), and Banner 7 May (KMD, TL).  
Philadelphia Vireo: Westerly were singles at Cottonmill Park, Buffalo 8 May (AF) 
and 14 May (BB, AF) and in Grand Island, Hall 23 May (SM).  
Warbling Vireo: Routine reports. 
Red-eyed Vireo: Routine reports. 
Pinyon Jay: The only report was of a flock of 16 along West Ash Creek Road, Dawes 
6 May (KMD, TL).  
Blue Jay: The 18 at Stateline Island, Scotts Bluff 5 Apr (SMl) was a good Panhandle 
tally. 
Black-billed Magpie: Encouraging were reports from three currently extralimital 
locations, albeit all of singles, in Gosper 24 Mar (AF), Cheyenne 29 Mar (IG, 
EM), and Dawson 18 May (KGl). The small eastern disjunct population in 
Madison persists, with three seen 31 Mar (JTh). 
American Crow: The 2200 near Spencer, Boyd 17 Mar (DCa) was 2nd-highest spring 
count on record. 
Common Raven: The beat continued of undocumented reports of this species. How 
hard can it be to get a photo or recording?  
Horned Lark: Routine reports. 
Bank Swallow: Routine reports. 
Tree Swallow: Earliest nestlings reported this spring were at PP 28 May (EJ). 
Violet-green Swallow:  Good counts were the 15 near Chadron, Dawes 23 May (GB) 
and 14 at Chadron Creek Ranch WMA, Dawes 25 May (TL, KMD).  
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: What was probably the same bird reported by 
three separate observers at MWCW 1 Apr (TG, JSS, MW) was early. 
Purple Martin: Only the 5th spring and summer North Platte River Valley record 
west of Keith was of one on Wright’s Gap Road, Scotts Bluff 2 May (TL, 
KMD). Colonies continued at westerly outposts: up to seven were at 
Valentine, Cherry 6 May through the period (JED), 1-2 were in the Ogallala, 
Keith area 9-22 May (WB, LHo), and an amazing 100 were estimated over 
Benkelman, Dundy 23 May (MP). 
Barn Swallow: Routine reports. 
Cliff Swallow: One at Holmes Lake, Lancaster 4 Apr with Barn Swallows (LE) was 
4th-earliest on record. 
Black-capped Chickadee: The 29 at Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux 29 Mar (SMl) was 
a good spring count. Early nest-building was underway in Lancaster 2 Apr 
(MUs). 
Tufted Titmouse: Probably a single individual singer first heard just north of Old 
Cheney Road in WP 1 Apr (RS) settled in and continued singing just south 
of Old Cheney through the period (m. ob.), but apparently without success, 
as there were no reports of more than one there. Status continues to be in 
question in the Bellevue, Sarpy area; none have appeared at a feeder there for 
over a year where they used to be frequent (AR). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: The large numbers reported in winter on the Pine Ridge 
continued; 92 were tallied at Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux 29 Mar (SMl).  
White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports of the Pine Ridge subspecies Sitta carolinensis 
nelsoni south of the breeding range in winter are likely the norm; singles were 
Vol. 88 No. 2 The Nebraska Bird Review 67 
 
at WHNC 31 Mar (TL) and 18 Apr (SMl) and near Lake Alice, Scotts Bluff 
26 Mar (SMl).  
Pygmy Nuthatch: Tying the record count were the 25 at Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux 
29 Mar (SMl). 
Brown Creeper: One near Long Pine, Brown 8 May (JCo) may have been a migrant 
or Niobrara River Valley breeder. 
Rock Wren: Probably easterly spring overshoot migrants were 1-2 in Valentine, 
Cherry 1-7 May (GW) and one at Chat Canyon WMA, Cherry 14 May (TSc). 
House Wren: Nest building was under way in Omaha, Douglas by 28 Apr (DR). 
Winter Wren: Less than annual in the Panhandle during migration, two were reported, 
singles at Stateline Island, Scotts Bluff 5 Apr (SMl) and at Ash Hollow SHP, 
Garden 21 Apr (SMl). Pacific Wren was ruled out in both cases. 
Sedge Wren: Arrival was early, first reported were one at Lake Wanahoo, Saunders 
21 Apr (LE) and one in Lancaster 22 Apr (SBr, JGJ). Reports are increasing 
in recent years north and west to Cherry; three singles were reported in 
northeastern Cherry 19-31 May (DS, EA).  
Marsh Wren: Reports after mid-May in suitable habitat suggest breeding, such as one 
of the eastern subspecies at Burchard WMA, Pawnee 30 May (SMa).  
Carolina Wren: Range expansion is usually by fall dispersal, winter survival, and 
nesting the following spring. Last fall dispersal was widespread, and this 
spring reports suggested some of these dispersals may be successful; there 
were six reports involving eight birds in the Platte River Valley from Platte 
to Buffalo 3-31 May, and in the northeast there were reports 3-27 May from 
Cedar, Cuming, and Madison Cos. Very early nest building was noted in 
Bellevue, Sarpy 11 Mar (AR). 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Reports of migrants are fewest in the central and western 
Sandhills; one was at NNF Bessey, Thomas 30 May (BW). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Routine reports. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One in Omaha, Douglas 27 May (JR) was late. 
Eastern Bluebird: Early fledglings were in Lancaster 6 May (LR). 
Mountain Bluebird: The only extralimital report was of one near Raymond, 
Lancaster 15 Mar (JS, LS photo). 
Townsend’s Solitaire: Easterly and tardy there was one at PRSP 10 Apr (DM photo).  
Veery: Good numbers for this generally rare species were reported. In the west, there 
had been only eight spring reports until this spring, when active observers 
found five more: 21 May in Cheyenne (SMl), 21 May at OR (SMl), 21 May 
Gering Cemetery, Scotts Bluff (KMD, TL), 23 May in Dawes (DSa, EA, 
WA), and 23 May at Box Butte Reservoir, Dawes (TL, KMD). Eastern and 
western migrants are likely of different subspecies, and Veeries are least 
reported in central Nebraska; westerly was a presumed eastern subspecies 
bird in Harlan 22 May (SP). There were a surprising number of reports in the 
east, about 14 in all 15-25 May (m. ob.). 
Gray-cheeked Thrush: Among numerous reports this spring (see below), westerly 
was one in Cheyenne 21 May (SMl photo), one of very few Panhandle 
records. At the west edge of the expected migration corridor were singles in 
Cherry, 9 May at Valentine City Park (JED), and at Hackberry Lake, VNWR 
13 and 16 May (AE, photos), and one in Buffalo 12 May (AF). These westerly 
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reports probably result from the approximately 48 reports this spring, most 
on record for a spring season.  
Swainson’s Thrush: The 83 at OR Kimball 21 May (SMl) was a good tally. 
Nebraska’s second record of subspecies Catharus ustulatus ustulatus, 
“Russet-backed Thrush” was photographed at Gering Cemetery, Scotts Bluff 
15 May (SMl). This subspecies breeds in the Pacific Northwest and is an 
occasional migrant east of the Rockies in fall. 
Hermit Thrush: One in Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux 28 May (SMl) was tardy. 
Wood Thrush: Routine reports. 
American Robin: Good spring counts were the 500 at Wagon Train RA, Lancaster 
22 Mar (JGJ) and 480 near Lewellen, Garden 23 Mar (SMl). 
Varied Thrush: One was at Crawford, Dawes 14-26 Mar (EG photo). 
Gray Catbird: Early in the Panhandle was one at Gering Cemetery, Scotts Bluff 1 
May (TL, KMD). Early nest building was noted in Lancaster 6 May (LE). 
Brown Thrasher: Likely a very early migrant rather than a wintering bird given the 
location was one at Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux 29 Mar (SMl). Early arrivals 
in the east not noted in winter were singles in Washington 24 Mar (CP) and 
Douglas 25 Mar (CF). A wintering bird at Cunningham Lake, Douglas was 
still present 22 Mar (SBd). 
Northern Mockingbird: A good count was the four in western Kimball near Pine 
Bluffs, WY 21 May (SMl). One in Hooker 22 May (DS) was northerly as was 
one in Dixon 21 May (PT). 
European Starling: Routine reports. 
Bohemian Waxwing: The only report was of one at LM 8 Mar (KMD photo).  
Cedar Waxwing: The tally of 425 moving north in Banner 7 May (TL, KMD) was 
about the 5th-highest spring tally on record and split the two previously 
recognized spring migration peaks. 
House Sparrow: Routine reports. 
American Pipit: Routine reports. 
Sprague’s Pipit: The only report was of six at SCP 19 Apr (TH). 
Evening Grosbeak: There were four reports involving 10 birds, all in Dawes: 1 May 
in Chadron (SSa fide MB), a group of five at Wilson Park, Chadron 22 May 
recorded and determined by the recordist to be Call Type 1 (DT, CK), three 
at CSP 23 May (DT), and one at Chadron Creek Ranch WMA 24 May (JN), 
the latter dates rather late. 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: None were reported of this rare winter visitor in the 
western Panhandle with last expected dates in late Mar. 
House Finch: Routine reports. 
Purple Finch: The two at Harvey Park, Buffalo 18 May (BB) were tardy. 
Cassin’s Finch: There were four documented reports, involving probably five birds. 
Likely the same single female was reported three times at WHNC 26 Mar and 
18 Apr (SMl, TL; photo) and four were at Chadron Creek Ranch WMA, 
Dawes 24 May (JN photo).  
Common Redpoll: The only report, following only two for the winter, was in the same 
Wakefield, Dixon yard as one of the winter records: 2-3 were there through 
20 Mar (TSa).  
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Red Crossbill: There were numerous reports, most in the Panhandle, but several 
eastward to the Missouri River Valley. Best counts were in the Panhandle, 
led by the 180 at Chadron Creek Ranch WMA, Dawes 25 May which was 
composed of 90-95% juveniles and first cycle birds (TL, KMD). The 
expected Type 2 Ponderosa Pine call type was recorded as expected at several 
Panhandle locations (m. ob.), but surprisingly not elsewhere, although it 
certainly occurred elsewhere. Type 4 Douglas Fir call type, the second most-
often type recorded in Nebraska, was in the Panhandle and at two locations 
in the east: three on 9 May at Elmwood Park, Douglas (SMa), and at Forest 
Lawn Cemetery, Douglas with eight on 5 Apr and seven on 16 May (SMa). 
In the Panhandle, up to three Type 4 birds were recorded at CSP 29 Mar 
(SMl) and 23 May (DT, CK), and southwest of Crawford in Sioux 6 May (TL, 
KMD). 
White-winged Crossbill: There were three reports, two of which were of continuing, 
probably wintering birds: a female was at a Bellevue, Sarpy feeder 3 Apr 
(L&BP), and five were tardy at Winship Park, Gordon, Sheridan 8 May 
(D&MW). The third record was of a female at a Genoa, Nance feeder 7 Mar 
(LK photo).  
Pine Siskin: Reports were widespread, with several lingering through the period in 
Douglas (m. ob.), but highest numbers were in the Panhandle, best counts 
128 at County Road 57, Banner 13 Apr (TL) and 100 at WHNC 5 Apr (SMl). 
Lesser Goldfinch: One at OR 18 Mar (SMl) may have wintered there or was an early 
migrant. Early was one in Scotts Bluff 11 Apr (CCf) and relatively early were 
two at Gering Cemetery, Scotts Bluff 1 May and one there 4 May (TL, KMD). 
Easterly was a black-backed male in Adams 28 Apr (PD), only the third 
spring record away from the Panhandle. 
American Goldfinch: Routine reports. 
Lapland Longspur: Rather late was a flock of 55 in Wayne 14 Apr (EBr). 
Chestnut-collared Longspur: An adult-plumaged bird in Clay 6 May (JGJ, SBr) was 
late away from breeding areas, and another was easterly in Merrick 15 Apr 
(MB). 
Smith’s Longspur: The only report of this rare eastern migrant was of a tardy bird in 
Wayne 30 Apr (EBr, LBr, photos). 
Thick-billed Longspur: Routine reports. 
Snow Bunting: The only report was of one in Buffalo 7 Mar (K&SJ) following a 
winter of widespread reports but low numbers. 
Cassin’s Sparrow: Arrival was timely, with 6-7 near Exit 1 on I-80, Kimball 21 May 
(SMl, recording); a good tally of 12 was there 30 May (JN). 
Grasshopper Sparrow: Numbers were high in the central Sandhills, best count the 
88 north of Mullen in Cherry 24 May (DS).  
Lark Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Lark Bunting: Routine reports. 
Chipping Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Clay-colored Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Field Sparrow: One at VNWR 12-14 Mar (AE) was early. 
Brewer’s Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Fox Sparrow: One in Garfield 20 Mar (KS) was early for that northerly location. 
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American Tree Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco: The 243 at BOL 27 Mar (LE) was a good spring 
tally.  
Dark-eyed (Cassiar) Junco: A new late date was of two at Neale Woods, Douglas 22 
Apr (JL); another was tardy in central Omaha, Douglas 21 Apr (JL). 
Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco: One near Oshkosh, Garden 21 Apr (SMl) was tardy. 
Dark-eyed (Pink-sided) Junco: Late were one at WHNC 18 Apr (SMl) and singles 
at two Banner locations 2-3 May (TL, KMD). 
Dark-eyed (Gray-headed) Junco: One near Sutherland, Lincoln 6 May (WB) was 
only the 21st documented overall for Nebraska. 
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: Routine reports. 
White-crowned Sparrow: Two dark-lored subspecies occur in Nebraska and are not 
readily separable in the field; Zonotrichia leucophrys leucophrys is mostly 
eastern in occurrence in winter and scanty current knowledge suggests Z. l. 
oriantha accounts for May and Sep reports in the Panhandle. Reports this 
spring fit this pattern. In the east lingering dark-lored birds were all found on 
1 May: one in Washington (LF), one at WGP (SMa), and one in central 
Omaha, Douglas (SMa). In the Panhandle, dark-lored birds were two near 
Mitchell, Scotts Bluff 12 May (KD) and singles at OR 15 May (SMl) and at 
Gering Cemetery, Scotts Bluff 15 May (SMl). 
Harris’s Sparrow: Rare in the Panhandle, two were at Chadron, Dawes 16-17 May 
(TBu). The 13 at Calamus Reservoir, Loup 17 Mar (HT) may have wintered 
there on the edge of the winter range. 
White-throated Sparrow: Early arrivals, possibly wintering, outside the expected 
winter range were one in Lincoln 4 Apr (BE) and two at Ikes Lake, Wayne 7-
17 Apr (EBr, LBr). 
Vesper Sparrow: Routine reports. 
LeConte’s Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Nelson’s Sparrow: The only report was of one at MWCW 23 May (SBr, OD). 
Henslow’s Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Savannah Sparrow: One in Buffalo 30 May (WF, JW) was tardy. 
Song Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Lincoln’s Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Swamp Sparrow: Routine reports. 
Green-tailed Towhee: The only reports were of singles at Harrisburg, Banner 2 May 
(TL, KMD), Gering Cemetery, Scotts Bluff 4-5 May (KMD), and OR 15 May 
(SMl). 
Spotted Towhee: Early migrants away from the southeastern Nebraska wintering area 
were singles in Merrick 17 Mar (SM) and Hitchcock 16 Mar (DLe). An early 
arrival in the Panhandle was one in recorded in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff 
26 Mar (SMl). 
Spotted x Eastern Towhee (hybrid): There were six reports of “Spotted x Eastern 
Towhee”, all of which were more likely introgressants rather than first 
generation crosses; such birds should probably be reported as 
“Spotted/Eastern (Rufous-sided) Towhee” (see next account). 
Spotted/Eastern (Rufous-sided) Towhee: There were a large number of towhees 
reported as this designation, mostly in the eastern half of the state as expected. 
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Descriptions covered the gamut of combinations of plumage and 
vocalizations. This designation is preferred for towhees in most of the east-
central section of Nebraska, since without genetic studies, genotypes can 
rarely be determined in the field. 
Eastern Towhee: One as far north as Dixon 5 Mar (EBr, LBr, BFH) was quite early 
and may have wintered nearby, and another at Wagon Train RA, Lancaster 
23 Mar (TG) was early. The 18 at WP 8 May (MW) was a good count. Two 
were westerly at Rowe Sanctuary, Buffalo 26 Apr (CCh photo).  
Yellow-breasted Chat: Reports in the southeast continue as this species appears to be 
regaining its former eastern range. One was recorded at Frank Shoemaker 
Marsh, Lancaster 21 May (KS, MW), another was at Table Rock WMA, 
Pawnee 21 May (JSS) through the period (m. ob.), and one was in Platte 25 
May (MN). Marking the east edge of the expected migration corridor were 
singles in Knox 21 May (MB), Sherman 17 May (JN), and Harlan 22 May 
(SP).  
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Routine reports. 
Bobolink: Routine reports. 
Eastern Meadowlark: Routine reports. 
Western Meadowlark: Routine reports. 
Orchard Oriole: The 30+ at MWCW 21 May (MUs) was a good count. 
Bullock’s Oriole: Amazing was a male in the Colin Daro yard in Sarpy 9-12 May; 
coincidentally, the Daro family hosted Nebraska’s only confirmed Hooded 
Oriole in 2013 in Garrison, Butler. Also east of the Panhandle, where rare but 
still not as surprising, were single males in Lincoln 5 May (BE photo) and in 
Keith 5 May (JO) and 24 May (JN). One at Metcalf WMA, Sheridan 15 May 
(TSc) was a bit east of the expected Pine Ridge range. A male in Scotts Bluff 
1 May (KD) was early. 
Bullock’s x Baltimore Oriole (hybrid): There were six reports 8-29 May involving 
about 10 birds, east to Keith and Perkins (m. ob.). Most of these are probably 
introgressants. 
Bullock’s/Baltimore Oriole: There were eight reports 9-30 May involving nine birds, 
all but one in the west (m. ob.). 
Baltimore Oriole: Arrival was generally early, first reported one in Hall 22 Apr (RF); 
singles in Lincoln 4 May (VC), Valentine, Cherry 6 May (JED) and Dawes 9 
May (EG) were early at those locations. 
Red-winged Blackbird: Routine reports. 
Brown-headed Cowbird: Arrival was generally early across the state; one was in 
Pierce 4 Mar (JTh), one in Buffalo 7 Mar (WF), and one in Kimball 5 Apr 
(SMl). 
Rusty Blackbird: Near the west edge of the migration corridor was an unusually large 
flock of 30 in Lincoln 4 Mar (BE photos) and two in Buffalo 8 Mar (CPa). 
Brewer’s Blackbird: The 186 in Banner 2 May (TL, KMD) was a good count. 
Common Grackle: The 3000 at MWCW 30 Mar (MW) was a good count/estimate. 
Great-tailed Grackle: The 250 in Lincoln 29 Mar (BE) was a good count. 
Ovenbird: Routine reports. 
Worm-eating Warbler: Less than annual, there was one record of one at WP 18 May 
(DL photo, RS, LE). It was not located subsequently. 
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Louisiana Waterthrush: Sightings of singles at PSP 16-23 May were on a “traditional 
territory” (JJ, BFH, JP, PT photo). Elsewhere, reports were of up to three 
from expected locations in Washington, Douglas, Sarpy, Cass, Lancaster, 
Nemaha, and Richardson beginning 4 Apr (m. ob.). 
Northern Waterthrush: Routine reports. 
Golden-winged Warbler: Westerly were one in York, York 19 May (JTu photo) and 
a surprising four in Norfolk, Madison 18 May (EBr, LBr, MB). Numbers 
reported continue to increase; prior to this year best spring totals were 29 in 
2016 and 27 in 2018, but this year there were a remarkable 45 or so 
individuals at 23+ locations during the period. 
Golden-winged x Blue-winged (“Brewster’s”) Warbler: Surprisingly, two were 
reported, one considered to be a true F1 hybrid in Madison 18 May (MB 
photos) and the other an F2 introgressant in Sarpy 21 May (PS photo, see also 
photo in March 2020 NBR, p. 21). These are the 4th and 5th records for 
Nebraska. 
Blue-winged Warbler: Perhaps not surprisingly, since Golden-winged Warblers are 
dominating the western range of Blue-winged Warbler in Manitoba and given 
the large number of Golden-wingeds reported this spring, no Blue-wingeds 
were reported. Normally rare but annual in eastern Nebraska, expected dates 
are mostly in May. 
Black-and-white Warbler: Routine reports. 
Prothonotary Warbler: There were three reports. Two were in a known breeding 
location in FF 17 May (BWe, m. ob.), but unexpected were singles in a 
Papillion, Sarpy yard 14 May (PS, MC photo) and near Lyons, Burt 13-17 
May (PT photo).  
Tennessee Warbler: Rare in the Panhandle, there were three reports, singles on 
Hackberry Road, Banner 13 May (TL photos), at Gordon, Sheridan 14 and 
17 May (D&MW), and at Chadron Creek Ranch WMA, Dawes 24 May (JN). 
Orange-crowned Warbler: Routine reports. 
Nashville Warbler: Record one-person counts were the 18 at WP 8 May (MW) and 
13 at ICSP 11 May (JSS). Rare in the Panhandle, one was at Gordon, 
Sheridan 8 May (D&MW). 
Connecticut Warbler: There were four reports, more than usual. Singles were at WP 
16 May (MW photo), PL 19 May (MW photo), Wyuka Cemetery, Lancaster 
22 May (SBr, OD), and at PSP 23 May (BFH, JP). 
MacGillivray’s Warbler: Routine reports. 
Mourning Warbler: Only the 7th Panhandle record was one at OR 15 May (SMl). 
Another was westerly in Brown 17 May (JCo). A good tally was the three in 
Pierce 23 May (D&JP). 
Kentucky Warbler: The eight at ICSP 7 May (JR, JL) was a good count. 
Common Yellowthroat: The 59 at OR 21 May (SMl) was a good tally. 
Hooded Warbler: Reports of this species have increased in recent years. This spring 
there were four. Three were photographed: single males at WP 16 May (DL, 
m. ob.), in Omaha, Douglas 19 May (JR, JL), and westerly in Buffalo 25 May 
(KM). A female was “clearly seen” at ICSP 17 May (JT). 
American Redstart: An excellent count was the 70 at FF 21 May (SMa).  
Vol. 88 No. 2 The Nebraska Bird Review 73 
 
Cape May Warbler: A male in Clay 7 May (SBr, JGJ, photo) was westerly. There 
were six additional reports, all in Missouri River counties 11-21 May (m. 
ob.).  
Cerulean Warbler: The only report was of a northerly bird at PSP 24 May (BFH, m. 
ob., photo). There had not been any reports for several years from northeast 
Nebraska (BFH), nor any accepted reports from the southeast since 2016.  
Northern Parula: Only the 23rd Panhandle record was one at OR 15 May (SMl), 
while westerly was one at Mullen, Hooker 22 May (DS). 
Magnolia Warbler: There was a notable fallout 22-23 May in Lancaster and Sarpy 
Cos, with 6-7 reported at each of four locations (m. ob.) and as many as 15 
estimated at another, although that tally was considered inconclusive 
(eBird.org). Only the 22nd Panhandle record was one in Deuel 24 May (JN), 
while westerly was one at CR, Loup 16 May (CW). 
Bay-breasted Warbler: Generally rare in spring although less so in recent years, the 
total of 20 reported is highest on record for a spring season. Only the 4th 
Panhandle record was of one in Gordon, Sheridan 25 May (D&MW), and 
westerly was one in Greeley 17 May (JN photo). 
Blackburnian Warbler: Westerly was one in Webster 23 May (MP). 
Yellow Warbler: Routine reports. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: The 20th Panhandle report was of one at Gilbert-Baker 
WMA, Sioux 28 May (SMl photo). Westerly were singles in Buffalo 15 May 
(AF) and Sherman 17 May (JN). 
Blackpoll Warbler: Routine reports. 
Palm Warbler: One in Washington 11 Apr (AWi) was 4th-earliest on record. Only 
the 13th and 14th Panhandle records were 1-2 at Winship Park, Gordon, 
Sheridan 8-11 May (D&MW photo) and one at White River Road, Sioux 6 
May (TL, KMD).  
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler: Routine reports. 
Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler: The 11 at Gering Cemetery, Scotts Bluff 4 
May (KMD) was a good count. Intergrades with “Myrtle” Warbler are not 
uncommon; three were reported in the Panhandle 1-15 May (TL, KMD, SMl) 
and one was easterly in Lancaster 25 Apr (JGJ). 
Yellow-throated Warbler: Westerly was one in Jefferson 13 May (SP, recording). 
Almost all other reports were from FF beginning 14 Apr (KH, m. ob.), except 
for singles in Omaha, Douglas 19 May (JR) and near Bennington, Douglas 
21 May (JR, JL). 
Black-throated Green Warbler: Routine reports. 
Canada Warbler: About 27 individuals were reported, about twice the previous best 
spring tally. Counts of three in Lancaster at both Wyuka Cemetery 22 May 
and UNL East Campus 23 May (JGJ) were good for this species.  
Wilson’s Warbler: Routine reports. 
Summer Tanager: One in Douglas 22 Apr (JWH, RH photo) was earliest on record 
by one day. The 13th Panhandle record was one at Gering Cemetery, Scotts 
Bluff 21 May (KMD, TL), while westerly were one at Valentine, Cherry 7 
May (GW) and two at Cottonmill Park, Buffalo 5-6 May (AF, JN). 
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Scarlet Tanager: Westerly were a male in Perkins 21-23 May (MNi photo) and two 
at Pine Glen WMA, Brown 29 May (JCo), the latter at the west edge of the 
Niobrara River Valley breeding range. 
Western Tanager: One at Harrisburg, Banner 2 May (TL, KMD, photo) tied for 
earliest on record. Not unexpected in the east, adding to the previous 15 
records were three more: singles in Norfolk, Madison 11-13 May (DH, MB), 
at FF 13 May (MC, BW, KH), and in Omaha 14-15 May (JR, m. ob.). 
Northern Cardinal: Excellent tallies were the 100 at WP 21 May (LE), 50 at Wagon 
Train RA, Lancaster 23 Mar (TG), and 50 at BOL 24 Mar (TG). Numbers 
continue to increase slowly in the western North Platte River Valley; veteran 
observer Alice Kenitz noted in Scotts Bluff  “They continue to surprise me 
with the frequency of reports”. Away from the North Platte River Valley, 
there were only two reports outside the expected summer range; a continuing 
bird in Gordon, Sheridan, was sighted 20 Mar (D&MW), and one was in 
Hooker 21 May (DS).   
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Arrival was generally early, first reports at the earliest 
expected dates. Rare in the Panhandle, there were six reports 11-21 May (m. 
ob.), only one photographed, which showed some Black-headed Grosbeak 
introgression, and two with identification details. 
Black-headed Grosbeak: Easternmost was one in Platte 31 May (JSS).  
Blue Grosbeak: Routine reports. 
Lazuli Bunting: The occurrences in the east in spring continue to increase 
significantly; this spring there were an amazing 11 reports 2-25 May, all of 
singles (m. ob.) but for one report of two birds in Elmwood, Cass 3-4 May 
(CNK).   
Lazuli x Indigo Bunting (hybrid): The only reports were from the east: a common 
hybrid type resembling an Indigo Bunting but with a white belly was at Table 
Rock WMA, Pawnee 31 May (BP), a mostly Indigo male introgressant 
“mottled with white” was at WP 10 May (LE), and a female resembling an 
Indigo Bunting but with one of its wing bars white was in Omaha, Douglas 
17 May (fide D&JP, see photo in March 2020 NBR, p. 23). 
Indigo Bunting: Reports were fewer westward as expected, including five from the 
Panhandle, where generally rare in spring but increasing as the hybrid zone 
gradually shifts westward. The five reports were scattered and totaled six 
birds 22-30 May (m. ob.).  
Painted Bunting: The only report was likely a female or young male of this species: 
an “effervescent green” bird, not a hummingbird, was at Brownville, Nemaha 
15 May (GP). This species breeds in northeastern Kansas and should be 
expected in summer in southeastern Nebraska. 
Dickcissel: Routine reports.  
 
